
HoofBeat 
Dear Friends, 

    I am excited for this year and all it 

holds and blessed that you are a Friend 

of Freedom Farm and are sharing this 

walk with me. 

     We recently completed a winter 10 

week session of ‘Hope with Horses’ with 

students from Watertown-Mayer High 

School. HS students worked on skills of 

teamwork, choices, respect while work-

ing with horses. The last 2 weeks they 

used these skills while assisting riders dur-

ing a therapeutic riding lesson. 

 

 

‘when you help some-

one else, 

you start helping 

yourself’ 

 

 

 

     Our therapeutic riding lessons start in 

April and this year we are adding an out-

door sensory trail! The first planning meet-

ing was held and the team has already 

begun construction on many of the 

items. The hay field our riders love to walk 

around will not be available this year. We 

need to revitalize the ground with a crop 

of corn. The sensory trail will be a great 

addition for outdoor riding. I am so excit-

ed for the plan that has been in my head 

for the last 5 years to materialize. Be-

cause I dream big, we will need a lot of 

help getting the material donated. If you 

are interested, please 

give me a call to dis-

cuss the details. Here is 

a picture of the first of 

many flowers construct-

ed from horseshoes by 

Dave Kummer. 

 

 

     The BIG project is the Lake Ida School 

House at Freedom Farm. This is the year! 

The urgency to help many is in great de-

mand. We are in immediate need of this 

space to be renovated. The special pro-

grams for at-risk teens and the veterans 

have outgrown the new office space. 

Which means we are helping more and 

more people! 

     If you or your business would like to im-

pact lives with the gift of love and hope 

and would like to be involved from the 

beginning ~ please let me know. I prom-

ise knowing you provided the funds, ma-

terials or time will bless hundreds of lives. 

And you will be a part of an important 

piece of history. 

                            With love,   

Susie  
 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susie with Lauren, Miranda, Abby & Ryann 
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Freedom Farm thanks 
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donors & sponsors! 



     Semi-loads of hay have been 

delivered to Freedom Farm 

twice this year. The driver asked 

me if it would be hard for me to 

get help unloading? He felt my 

smile over the phone.  Freedom 

Farm is blessed with the most 

passionate group of individuals. 

The first load was coming on a Satur-

day, then it changed to Super Bowl 

Sunday. I was preparing for the fact 

that it would be  just me & Tom. 

TWELVE people showed up, 2 guys I 

had never met!  

     And if you have been to the Polo Event or the Riding 

Celebration, you have seen this incredible group in 

action doing what they love; helping others. We are 

wowed every week by their dedication and our volun-

teer list just keeps on growing. The 

time and love they share is a radi-

ant light that brightens the lives of 

each and every rider & participant. 

They all tell us how proud they are 

to volunteer at Freedom Farm.  

     Visit the website to see the 2013 

Volunteer Awards. 

 
Kurt thaws frozen pipes in the bathroom. 

Volunteers… sharing time, talent & love 

Staff... Recollections from Sue’s 10 years at Freedom Farm 

      I remember the first time I visited Freedom Farm. 

A fund raiser in 2003. Three riders were giving a 

demo where the volunteers now park. The next sum-

mer a door opened & thankfully, God pushed me 

through it! 

     I began volunteering the summer of 2004 and 

was blessed to become the first official employee 

that September.  

In the beginning... 

 The office. A remodeled milk house where the 

dog had her chair, the mice had free reign & a 

cat, who I was allergic to. 

 The horses. Ted, Holly, Dolly, Cash & Tobie trained 

me in. It’s mind-boggling to be involved in a 

horse ‘business’ and can be heart breaking to 

see them come & go. 

 The volunteers. Sandee was here & a huge help 

in showing me the ropes.  

 The riders. Justin & Jackson made me laugh & 

melted my heart every week. 

Fun times ahead... 

 My own desk! Susie & I now played bumper 

chairs! 

 One hot August morning Susie finished the morn-

ing lessons, came running in & told me to saddle 

up ‘Cash’. The cows were out! We spent the en-

tire day herding cows back to the pen. Made it, 

just in time for afternoon lessons to start! 

 I learned what mouse pads are really for & that 

mice actually pee. 

 Mud is abundant in the Spring at Freedom 

Farm. I fell in a paddock getting a horse & was 

sprayed when standing in the wrong place 

when Matt & Susie Derner’s car got stuck in the 

mud at volunteer training. 

 Goats are escape artists! 

 Shared tears of joy with a mom witnessing a first 

spoken word. 

 Playing Annie Oakley with a possum. (I got’em.) 

 Fans in the arena! 

 POLO. Dresses, hats, hard work & FUN ~ Oh My! 

 I get to take a horse home! CC & Shilo have 

become my awesome trail partners. 

 THE NEW OFFICE!! Still makes me smile. 

     Freedom Farm & the Bjorklund’s have become  

my home away from home. I feel so blessed to be 

a part of Freedom Farm and can’t wait to see what 

the future holds! 

 

Susie surprised me at 

the Riding Celebration 

with cards from the 

riders & volunteers.  

Left me speechless. 

 
 

2013 Riding Celebration 



Special Awards for Freedom Farm in 2013 

7th Annual Polo Event  

September 6, 2014 

BlackBerg Ranch 

   The Polo Event is the fund raiser  

that keeps more riders off the waiting list and  

helps our new programs get off the ground! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Northern Oil & Gas and Cargill 

2013 Team Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserve your VIP Tent or Sponsorship NOW! 

Call or email today. 

2014 Riding Celebration 

October 4, 2014 

     The Riding Celebration is a time when 

 Riders & Volunteers come together to raise funds 

for our equine angels.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The whole family meets Melissa’s horse ‘Cassie’! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carriage Rides by ‘Life is Good Ranch’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rider Lauren Wisegarver  

PATH International 

‘Rider of the Year’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Jamie Pribyl, 

Freedom Farm’s veterinarian, 

PATH International, Region 6 

‘Veterinarian of the Year’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And with this award  

came boxes of Adequan! 

 

 

 

Joker is MN Horse Council’s 

Therapy Horse of the Year 

His award was accepted by 

Freedom Farm Riders Jackson 

Hoefling and Annika Wanha 

during the MN Horse Council’s 

Annual Meeting and Banquet. 

Fundraising Events in 2014 …   save the dates! 



Freedom Farm 
 

11500 Ferman Ave SW 

Waverly, MN  55390 

 

952-955-2505 

 

info@freedomfarmMN.org 

 

www.freedomfarmMN.org 

     The awesome part about having such incredible 

volunteers is they see how we partner with the hors-

es, how well taken care of our horses are and when 

it is time to retire, we have great resources for them. 

     Last year Larry was moved to volunteer, Patti Pe-

terson, to join his old friend Snickers. Rocky went to 

the family of volunteer, Kim Dolan. Tango is residing 

with volunteer, Judy Solie, with Dean Aschman as 

care taker. This winter Ace retired. He is greatly 

missed, but there is such peace in knowing he is with 

his best friend, Tango! Tango and Ace are just 10 

minutes away sharing a beautiful pasture at Judy’s 

farm. Joker continues to thrive at his beautiful retire-

ment home in Watertown. 

     Consider making a donation to care for the hors-

es who are the foundation of our programs and help 

transform lives daily. We have 

raised $20,300 to date, needing 

another $19,000 for 2014. It costs 

$4,000 a year per horse for feed, 

veterinary and farrier services. 

Timmy arrived for 2014. 

Horses… our angels 

Freedom of balance   

      Freedom of movement 

             Freedom of expression 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freedom Farm completed its 3rd accreditation in 

2013. We are proud to be a PATH International  

Premier Accredited Center for the next 5 years. 

 

PATH FACTS 

Around the Globe: 

850 member centers 

220 Premier Accredited Centers 

4,200 Certified Instructors  

52,000 Volunteers  ~  7,500 Equines 

Minnesota: 

12 member centers ~ 5 Premier Accredited Centers 

 

There are 7,400 PATH individual members helping 

56,000 children and adults with physical, mental and 

emotional challenges each year. 

 

YOU can become a member!      www. pathint.org 

 

$55 includes access to lots of information on the web-

site, subscription to ‘Strides’ quarterly magazine and 

the ‘PATH Intl News’ a bi-monthly email. 



2014 Freedom Farm Financial and In-Kind Support 
Our sincere apologies if we have missed anyone! 

Foundation Gifts 
Cannon Family Foundation     ~      McKinstry Charitable Foundation    ~    Remick Foundation 

Total Depth Foundation/Ryan Gilbertson 

Grants 
Clear Channel Management (Cities 97)     ~     Delano Loretto Area United Way     ~      MN Horse Council 

Wright Hennepin Electric Trust 

  Major Gifts  

Alerus Financial 

Julie Anderson, Bell Mortgage 

athenahealth 

Linda Berg,  

          Coldwell Banker Burnet 

Berg Exteriors 

David & Megan Cannistraci 

Cargill Inc 

COBBO Inc 

Kathleen Fish 

Sandee Gould 

Lexus of Wayzata 

Emmett & Kathy McMahon 

Lisa, Paul & Hannah Meunier 

Jim & Kristin Mocol 

Jack & Gretchen Norqual 

Northern Oil & Gas 

Thomas Pivec 

Prairie River Home Care 

Neal Sawatzke 

Ernie & Audrey Schroeder 

Westwood Professional Services 

Wildcat Polo 

 
$1,000 - $1,999 

Romy Ackerberg 

Andy & Kerry Barnauskas 

Jerry & Kathy Berg 

Mike, Julie, Jake  

         & Mackenzie Braun 

Canterbury Park 

Chimney Butte 

Claussen Chiropractic LLC 

Charles & Judy Crew 

Kathryn Dangers 

Nathan & Stephanie Keim 

EJ Franta 

Pamela Isham & Michael Popham 

Lyle & Beth Johnson 

K-Bid Online Auction 

John Kraemer & Sons, Inc 

Jessica Medlin 

North Central Reining Horse Assoc 

Northern Tier Energy 

Oak Lake Estates,  

        Ed & Susan Foley 

Doug Polinsky 

RBC Wealth Management 

Kimberly Schuman 

Sever Construction Company 

Sparks Communication Inc 

Barry & Linnea Tedlund 

UFC Waconia 

Water Street Homes 

Alyce Vogel 

Bill & Sharon Zajac 

 

$500 - $999 

American Legion Post 121 

American Legion Post 141 

Marc & Susan Asch 

Olivia Bradley 

Carroll Brooks 

Bump’s Auto & Marine, Inc 

Wendy & Fred Caslavka 

Feltl Family 

Brian & Debbie Freed 

Anna Gustafson 

Landscape Structures 

Randall & Jennifer Lewis 

Steve & Diane Neddermeyer 

Paul & Joan Nesvold 

Clareyse Nelson 

Northern Lights Versatility 

David & Pam Peterson 

Roger Pokornowski 

Bob & Vangie Schroeder 

Ernie & Kathy Schroeder 

TetraPak 

William Walls 

Brian Walsh 

Waverly Lions Club 
 

$200 - $499 

American Legion Post 145 

B&B Sports of Hutchinson 

Eric & Judy Bandy 

Kent & Marcellina Carlson 

Bob & Kay Cheatham 

Donald & Roscella Connelly 

Harris & Darcy Cooper 

Tim Cossalter 

Nathan Emery 

Michael & Ellen Fasching 

Susan Forve 

Beverly J Frederickson, Trust 

John & Jenny Gilbertson 

Bonita Heilman 

Jim & Janith Jacobson 

Jean Jenner 

Kathy Knoploh 

Leann Kosek-Hacker 

Gary & Denise Kraemer 

Susan Lasoff 

David Lee 

Harvey Lewis 

Litchfield Lions Club 

LIXIVIAN,  Todd Sether 

Steve Maher 

Mike & Helen Mason 

Darlene Elam Miller 

Millerbernd Manufacturing Co 

MN Federated Womens Club 

Russell & Vicki Pooler 

Rapid Software Solutions Inc 

Shawn Dalchow Excavating 

Judy Samuelson 

Bob & Cyrena Schroder 

Robin Schroeder 

Tom & Ann Schroeder 

David Schmid 

Renee Simenson 

Norman Solberg 

David Stewart 

Julie Sweeney 

Trademark Title Services Inc 

Kevin & Greta Warren 

Watertown Lions Club 

Woodland Township 

Mary Ann & Duane Wuollet 

Bob & Julie Zajac 

Blessed are those that can give without remembering and receive without forgetting.  

Thank you Anonymous Donors! 



Under $200  
Renee Akimoto 

Bernard Aldrich 

Susan Anderson 

Gary & Liinda Babinski 

Irene Bender 

Vern Benson 

Carol Biasotti 

Tom & Nesa Black 

Karen Boberg 

Joan Boss 

Jake Bowlsby 

Craig Brandenburg 

Gene & Jean Brandenburg 

Kevin & Nicole Brandenburg 

Kathy Breault 

Wade & Renee Bryan 

Mark Buettner 

Denny & Mary Butcher 

Matt Cannon 

CJ & Marion Carlson 

Craig & Leslie Carlson 

Raymond & Carrie Caruso 

Karen Cavalier 

Curt & Deb Christensen 

Theresa Christensen 

Ben Clymer 

Jen Cottew 

Marlae Cox-Kolek 

Keith Dahlen 

Ralph & Dee Dalbec 

Sandy & Harlan Dalbec 

Don & Betty Danford 

Kristen Dascalos 

Ed & Kate Day 

Michelle Driscoll 

Bill & Zoe Eckblad 

Elite Insulation Inc 

Kay & Rick Emery 

Raymond Emry 

Mark & Carole Engblom 

Laura Erickson 

Denise Everson 

Mike Everson 

Tanya Everson 

Jason Feist 

James & Kari Fernholz 

Mabell M Fox 

Brian & PJ Frauendienst 

Doug Frykholm 

Marilla Frykholm 

Steve & Teresa Frykholm 

Gene Gilbert 

William Gilk 

Fern Glessing 

Pastor Cheryl & Dave Goode 

Greenleaf Physical Therapy 

Tim & Julie Griebel 

Barb Griffin 

Tim & Marti Plunkett 

Chad Pokornowski 

Paul & Jill Pokorny 

Clayton & Tammy Prestidge 

Keith & Carol Prestidge 

Progressive Auctions Inc 

Sue & Mark Prok 

Dwight Raatz 

John & Gloria Radde 

Hunter Reed 

Treina Richards 

Carol Roberts 

David & Nancy Rodgers 

Rick Roskowiak 

Jean Ryan 

Jean Salonek 

Jessie Salonek 

Chuck & Gloria Schemitsch 

Rick & Shirley Scheuble 

Glen & Sandy Schleif 

Ken & Mary Jo Schleif 

Skip & Diane Schletz 

Harlan Schmieg 

Kent & Cindy Schneider 

Claire Selkurt & Dianne Legg 

Mike Shaw 

Paul Siedow 

Doug & Gayle Sjoberg 

Sherry & Joel Sjostrom 

Bonnie Smith 

Jeanne & Steven Smith 

Brad & Cathy Smoldt 

Paul & Terry Snetting 

Steve Storkan 

Strive Therapy 

Candace Sussman 

Kari Swandal 

Bill & Sherry Tapper 

Richard Tonder 

Kathy Trombley 

Dana Twitchell 

Roger & Sharon Uecker 

Tom & Lorri Underwood 

Virgil & Mary Kay Vacek 

Watertown Pharmacy 

Watertown Willing Workers 4-H 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Werner 

Lisa Wessling 

Mark & Jamie Wieman 

Amy Willette 

Mary Williams 

Rita Williams 

Women’s Study of Litchfield 

Mark Wuollet 

Jeannine Yager 

Debi Ylitalo 

Vernee Zagel 

Joseph Zajac 

Greg Zilverberg 

Jim Grogan 

Greg & Stephanie Guggisberg 

Connie Gustafson 

Stanley Gustafson 

Hartman Tree Farm LLC 

Stephanie Hausman 

Larry & Lisa Heideman 

Joan Heinz 

Heather Heun 

John & Maydelle Hoefling 

Ladon & Joan Hoefling 

Todd & Michelle Hoefling 

Donna Mae Houser 

Pam & Lyle Hovland 

Joseph & Nicole Hulbert 

Christie Illies 

Isanti County Abstract LLC 

Caroline Johnson 

Colleen Johnson 

Russ & Pam Johnson 

Just Truck Service Inc 

Rebecca Kaiser 

Rob & Joy Kallenbach 

Chad Koehler 

Sarah Kostial 

Jim & Darlene Kowalke 

Leroy & Donna Kuta 

Marianne Lanphier 

Karen LePage 

Janice Larsen 

Allen & Audrey Larson 

Myra Laway & Family 

Harvey & Diane Lewis 

Laura Lindquist 

Phyllis Link 

Kirk Lomker & Jeff Peterson 

Matthew & Renee Maier 

Nancy Mangum & Tom Quirk 

Andrew & Julie Manninen 

Lori & Amanda Maus 

Tracy McDonald 

Jackie Melhaus 

Mary Ellen Menke 

Galen & Lynn Mercer 

Bob & Deb Miller 

Lori Miller 

Marlene Miller 

Colette Moore 

Doug Morey 

Judy Murphy 

Wendell Murphy 

Norman & Nadine Myers 

Jennifer Nash 

Larry & Linda Nelson 

Shelly Nelson 

Ane Nowlan 

Terry & Rebecca O’Brien 

Katie & Britta Oden 

Kathrine Olah 

Kathy Passe 

Lori Pawelk 

Mark & Terrie Pearson 

Jason & Jeanie Peck 

Joel & Kristen Pettit 

Michael Piersak 

Vicki Pipal 

Peter Pluimer 

2014 Freedom Farm Financial and In-Kind Support   Our sincere apologies if we have missed anyone! 



Thank you for the precious gifts in memory of loved ones and honoring special friends. 

 

2014 HONORARIUMS:   
North Central Reining Horse Association Honoring NCRHA Volunteer of the Year Kathy Burma 

Bonita Heilman Honoring Wildcat Ranch 

Andy & Kerry Barnauskas Honoring “T-Bone”  

Leroy & Donna Kuta Honoring Samuel Ricks 

                                                                                                                                 Sam Ricks                        

                                                                                                            

2014 MEMORIALS: 
Russell & Vicki Pooler In Memory of Joni Ricks (& honoring Sam Ricks) 

Kent & Marcellina Carlson, Vern Benson, Larry & Lisa Heideman, CJ & Marion Carlson, Barb Griffin,  

Bill & Sherry Tapper, Larry & Linda Nelson, Susan Anderson In Memory of Bev Erickson 

Raymond & Carrie Caruso In Memory of Celestine “Sally” Kinney 

 

2014 Freedom Farm Financial and In-Kind Support   Our sincere apologies if we have missed anyone! 

Dr. Robert De Young 

Duran’s Photography 

Elite Private Search 

Farm-Rite Equipment 

Brian & PJ Frauendienst 

Sandee Gould 

Sarah Harding 

Doug Hoskins 

JLF Homes, Joe Fake 

Beth Johnson 

Nathan & Stephanie Keim 

Rebekah Kennedy 

Jim Kocherer & WMHS Ag Class 

Jim Krech,  

Krech, O’Brien, Mueller & Ass, Inc 

Sue Kyllonen 

Dave Kummer 

David Lee 

Massage Envy SPA 

Kathy McMahon 

McMonigal Architects 

   Rosemary McMonigal 

   Kyle Thrapp 

Jennie Menke 

Mill City Wine & Spirits 

Moon Lai Photography 

Bridget Murphy 

Robi Nash 

John & Mary Neaton 

Otten Bros Nursery 

Neddermeyer Family 

Brad & Diane Parks 

Ashley Peterson 

Brian Price 

Donna Reinarts 

Kurt Rischmiller & Family 

Schroder Meats 

SiebenCarey 

Jason & Lisa Smith 

Paul Smothers 

Brenda Kaye Sowada 

Sullivan Auctioneers 

Timber Creek Golf Course 

UFC Farm Supply 

Vicki Vandercreek 

Watertown Floral 

Watertown Lions 

Watertown Veterinary Clinic 

WCCO Radio 

Tim & Jane White 

Wildcat Polo 

Char Willette 

2014 Freedom Farm Gifts-In-Kind  
We appreciate every donor who supports our mission with in-kind gifts.  Horses, tack, auction & raffle items, 

food, flowers, office supplies and equipment, services, photography, lesson supplies, advertising and more... 

Romy Ackerberg 

 Indigo Acres & Inner Lightality Spa 

Agropur Company 

Alerus Financial 

Cortney Amundson 

Kortney Anderson 

Paige Anderson 

B’s on the River 

Berg Exteriors 

Blackberg Ranch 

British Labradors,  

      Dennis & Jan Anderson 

Kerry Barnauskas 

Gwen Bottoli 

Jean Brandenburg 

Carroll Brooks 

Buffalo Equine 

Bailey Campbell 

Club Car Minnesota 

Peter Campbell 

Dina Connolley 

Cowgirl Tuff 

Judy Crew 

Kristen Dascalos 

Dr. Audrey De Clue 
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